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wanted to add eight more, for twenty-four, and they found some 
from Eleazar, but not from Itamar] [T. Ta. 3:2A-B].” 


That is in line with that which is said: “Since more chieftains were 
found among the sons of Eleazar than among the sons of Itamar, [they 
organized them under sixteen heads of fathers’ houses of the sons of 
Eleazar, and eight of the sons of Itamar]” (1 Chron. 24:4). 


[D] R. Jacob bar Aha, R . Huna [68a] the Elder of Sepphoris in the 
name of R. Yohanan: “One father’s house was taken by Eleazar, to 
whom were added other fathers houses, and as to what was taken 
by Itamar, what he held he held.” 


[E] [As to 1 Chron. 24:5: “They organized them by lot, all alike, for 
there were officers of the sanctuary and officers of God among 
both the sons of Eleazar and the sons of Itamar”: | R. Zeirah in the 
name of R. Hunah:”[With regard to 1 Chron. 24:15], “The 
seventeenth to Hezir,’ and at that point the lot returned to Eleazar.” 


[F] To produce twenty-three delegations is something that you cannot 
do, for it is written, “[All these, who were chosen as gatekeepers at 
the thresholds, were 212. They were enrolled by genealogies in 
their villages]. David and Samuel the seer established them in their 
office of trust” (I Chron. 9:22) . 


[G] “In their office of trust’— there was a considerable expression 
of trust there. For one delegation does not take its share and 
then repeat the process in the case of seizing inherited fields, 
[which do not return to the owner at the time of the Jubilee, but 
revert to the priests,] until its fellow takes its share. 


[H] Said R. Abbahu, “‘I gave thought to them [and found] that 
one delegation would not take a share and then repeat the 
process in the case of a field of inheritance [as above] until 
its fellow took its share.’” 


Four priestly watches came up from the Exile: Jediah, Harim, 
Pashhur, and Immer [Ezra 2:36 - 39]. 


The prophets who were in Jerusalem went and divided them into 
twenty-four watches, mixed up [lots], and placed them in an urn. 


Jediah came and took five, in addition to himself, so, lo, there are 
six here. 


Harim came along and took five, in addition to himself, so, lo, 
there are six. 


